Beginnings of the New York State Mental Hygiene Medical Review Board 1976-1980.
A review is provided of the organization and functions of the New York State Mental Hygiene Medical Review Board and the first 4 years of its investigative activities into sudden, unexpected, mysterious, or unnatural deaths among mental patients. In 4 years 384 such deaths have been investigated, among which natural causes, suicide, and accidents are the most common. Certain medical procedures, laws, and administrative methods have been changed due to findings of the Board.